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punishments/5 Marshall asked whether Grayson imagined that a militia law would be "incapable of being changed?5' Gray son's idea "supposes that men renounce their own interests.'5 And "if Congress neglect our militia, we can arm them ourselves. Cannot Virginia import arms . . . [and] put them into the hands of her militia men?" Marshall summed up with the statement that the States derived no powers from the Constitution "but retained them, though not acknowledged in any part of it." 1
Marshall's speech must have been better than anything indicated in the stenographer's report; for the resourceful Grayson was moved to answer it at once 2 and even Henry felt called upon to reply to it.3 Henry was very fond of Marshall; and this affection of the mature statesman for the rising young lawyer saved the latter in a furious political contest ten years afterwards.4 The debate was continued by Madison, Mason, Nicholas, Lee, Pendleton, and finally ended in a desultory conversation,5 but nothing important or notable was said in this phase of the debate. One statement, however, coming as it did from Mason, flashes a side-light on the prevailing feeling that the proposed National Government was something apart from the people. Mason saw the most frightful dangers from the unlimited power of Congress over the ten miles square provided for the National Capital.
1 Elliott, iii, 419-21.            * 76., 421-22.             * 16., 422-24.
4 Henry turned the tide in Marshall's favor in the latter's hard fight for Congress in 1798.  (Infra, vol. n, chap, x.) 6 Elliott, iii, 434.